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I. Summary 
 
Pursuant to the direction given by the New Jersey Department of Education, attached 
please find the means by which the Morris-Union Jointure Commission (MUJC) is 
addressing the three key components of home instruction.  Specifically, these three 
components are:  equitable access to instruction for all students, the provision of 
appropriate special education and related services, and the provision of school nutrition 
benefits and services. 

 
A. Equitable Access to Instruction  for all Students 

 
All of the Developmental Learning Center (DLC) students who have classifications 
of autism, behavioral disabilities, and multiply disabled will have access to teacher 
prepared learning lessons targeted to their abilities and areas in need of improvement.  
Every single student is incorporated into our instructional services plan in addition to 
the students for whom we provide contracted services onsite in our member districts.  
To ensure that all students have equitable access to the instructional lessons provided, 
we have mailed and continue to mail instructional packets to all students in addition 
to their online access to the packet on our website.  Therefore, all of our students 
receive equitable access to the instruction we are providing. 
 

B. Provision of Appropriate Special Education and Related Services for Students With 
Disabilities 
 
Since the Developmental Learning Centers’ entire population is classified as eligible 
for special education and related services, our efforts are clearly targeted to the 
appropriate level of special education and related services for each student.  DLC 
teachers are preparing instructional programs for the content areas, and speech/ 
language specialists, occupational therapists, and physical therapists are preparing 
instructional programs for the students they serve in the building. 
 

C. Provision of School Nutrition Benefits or Services for Eligible Students 
 
Maschio’s Food Services, Inc. will prepare meals for those students who are eligible.  
Meals will be dropped off at the MUJC offices on a daily basis.  We will notify 
parents of the exact time of the food drop-off.  Parents will be informed about how to 
access the school lunch program meals.  As of this date, of our 70 students who are 
eligible, only one student has picked up the grab and go lunch out of the five days that 
we have been providing them at the Developmental Learning Centers. 
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On March 18, the Interim Executive County Superintendent gave the MUJC 
permission to have students go to their sending districts for their grab and go lunch.  
Our sending districts all agreed for this process to occur.  We are sending 
individualized letters informing our 70 families of this option and how to access their 
grab and go lunches in their own home district. 

 
II. Specific Instructional Programs 

 
A. Academic Services for Our Developmental Learning Center Students 

 
Teachers of all of our classes have prepared 4 weeks’ worth of instructional units 
called “programs” which include the goal, simple directions, and a list of materials 
that are readily available in the home.  Each weekly set includes the following:  8 
instructional programs prepared by the teacher; 3 instructional programs prepared by 
the speech/language specialist; 2 instructional programs prepared by the occupational 
therapist; 2 instructional programs prepared by the physical therapist, if the IEP 
requires physical therapy; and 2 instructional programs for students receiving 
counseling if the IEP requires counseling.  All programs are designed to sustain and 
enhance existing skills.   
 
As of March 23, 2020, our adaptive physical education, art, and music teachers will 
also provide instructional units for our DLC students.  Moreover, all teachers will 
now be asked to prepare additional instructional units which will carry us through 
April 13, 2020.  We will continue to ask teachers to prepare additional instructional 
unit two weeks in advance of the usage of the instructional units.  All of these lessons 
are posted online at www.mujc.org and mailed home to parents to ensure equitable 
access. 
 

B. Method of Delivery 
 
A technology survey was distributed to all of our parents, and we have collected 
information to determine who has access to technology.  Unfortunately, very few 
responded to the survey.  Programs have been and will continue to be uploaded on 
our website and placed into each teacher’s folder for both of our DLCs as well as 
mailed home to all of our parents.  There will be a button to click designating week 1, 
week 2, week 3, and week 4 for parents to access.  Any parent may access any 
teacher’s folder for extra work if that is desired.   
 
Our teachers will be available during school hours through email if parents need 
clarification on the assignment or have questions.  Our teacher assistants have 
supported our teachers in the development of these plans. 
 
 
 

http://www.mujc.org/
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C. School Bus Transportation by the MUJC 
 
The MUJC continued to transport MUJC district students to their schools as long as 
those schools were open.  They are all now closed. 
 

D. Provision of Related Services on an Itinerant Basis 
 
The MUJC has occupational therapists, physical therapists, speech/language 
specialists, and adaptive physical education teachers who provide related services 
within member districts.  Since all districts are now closed, those therapists are 
providing instructional units through the mail to the child’s home so that those 
students may access home instruction in those related services areas. 
 

III.  Requested Supplemental Information – March 20, 2020 
 

1. Essential Personnel 
 
 The following  positions reflect the MUJC’s essential personnel: 
 

• 3 Custodians…for onsite maintenance of the school infrastructure and pools 

• Superintendent…ensure overall operations 

• 2 Business Office Support Persons on a rotating schedule…payroll and billing 

• School Business Administrator…overall business functions 

• Executive Assistant to Superintendent...support duties of the Superintendent 

• Additional Central Office Support Staff as needed 

• Administrators as needed 

Please know that these people work remotely.  However, they go into the office when 
necessary on a rotating schedule and practice social distancing. 
 

• Our teachers are special education teachers.  They provided instructional 
packets online and in paper form for the Developmental Learning Center 
students.  We are instituting Google Hangouts in the near future.  They are 
responsible for as much instruction as possible with a minimum of 2 hours per 
day. 
 

2. Demographics 
 

The Morris-Union Jointure Commission serves a total of 235 students.  The school 
system houses a diverse population of students:  11% Asian, 33% Black/African 
American, 21% Hispanic, 2% Multiracial, 0.9% Pacific Islander, and 32% White. 
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Schools are comprised of 30 % Economically Disadvantaged Students and 30% 
SEMI-eligible. 
 
Since the sending district is responsible for homeless students and students in foster 
care reporting, the MUJC does not have this information.  
 

3. Data Summary or Narrative of Student Access to Technology 
 
 Many of our students are not developmentally able to access technology.  For those 

students who may access technology, their home instruction is online.  Parental input 
through a survey and other parent feedback has indicated to us which students are 
accessing instruction online versus paper packets. 

 
IV.  Updated Information – May 15, 2020 
 

1. Delivery of virtual and remote instruction 
 
Differentiate instructional time, class assignments, independent work, and 
measures of student learning by grade bands. In each grade band, design 
virtual, and remote learning plans to maximize student growth and learning to 
the greatest extent possible. 
 
Instructional packets emailed and placed on the MUJC website are class assignments 
for all weeks the MUJC is on home instruction. If home instruction is still in place for 
ESY, the platform for posting assignments will be Google Classroom. During 
individual instruction with students, teachers individualize assignments and check for 
understanding. Working individually with students and parents allows teachers to 
assign independent work directly working on IEP goals, including behavior 
management. Pre-recorded videos allow maximum flexibility for students and parents 
to complete assignments outside of school hours. Pre-recorded videos offer 
differentiated skills to assist in further individualization. Follow-up resources and 
activities build upon the topic/skill in pre-recorded videos. Teachers provide parents 
with flexible scheduling for individual lessons. Times for class and districtwide 
lessons/activities are varied to accommodate student and parents’ home schedule. 
Nurses, APE, social worker, school psychologist, vocational teachers, behavior 
specialists, transition coordinators, music and art instructors offer sessions consistent 
with instruction prior to school closure. Daily emails further assist to help with 
answering parent questions and individualizing assignments.  
 
Detail how remote instruction meets the needs of English Language Learners 
(ELL) and Students with Disabilities to the greatest extent possible, including 
the provision of related services.  
 
All students attending the MUJC have an IEP that continues to be implemented to the 
greatest extent possible. Under the direction of the teacher, teacher assistants reinforce 
and implement direct instruction with students. 1:1 TAs that are part of a student’s 
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IEP is present for class instruction and related services. Goals are addressed in 
individual sessions, group sessions, districtwide sessions, pre-recorded sessions, and 
a variety of resources and activities that are posted on the website under each class 
teacher’s name. Related services in a student’s IEP and that are contracted by the 
sending district are offered to parents/students through telepractice. All therapists 
provide individual and group sessions in a live format consistent with the students’ 
IEPs.  Related services include physical therapy, occupational therapy, speech, and 
counseling. Adaptive physical education is offered through a mix of recorded videos 
and live sessions through Google Meet.  
 
Describe the district’s plan for measuring and addressing any ongoing digital 
divide that continues to exist, whether it be network access or lack of sufficient 
access to devices.  
 
Through email, social media, US mail and a parent survey, the MUJC continues to 
monitor students’ access to devices and network. Parents are able to pick up devices 
at the school and, when not able to, the MUJC transportation department delivers 
devices to students. The MUJC tech department is available to answer questions and 
troubleshoot any problems with a device. When a device is broken or not working 
properly, arrangements are made for a replacement device.  In some cases, the sending 
district has provided a student with a device. As for network, all parents self-report 
having internet access. In the event they do not, the MUJC calls carriers to see what is 
offered in the area, work with the sending district for access, or provide a hot spot for 
the home. 

 
2. Attendance 

 
Describe the district’s attendance policies, including how the district determines 
whether a student is present or absent, and how a student’s attendance will 
factor into promotion, retention, graduation, discipline, and any other decisions 
that will affect the student.   
 
Students are marked present unless a parent informs the school that a student is sick.  
Daily emails are provided to parents.  Teachers and nurses maintain contact with 
families and maintain documentation. A phone call is made by the nurse if no service 
provider has heard from a family for five days. Parents have been informed and 
reminded to maintain correspondence through email or phone calls with the classroom 
staff 1 or 2 times a week. In the event contact is not made with the family, emergency 
contact numbers are called and the sending district is informed. If still unsuccessful in 
attempts of reaching the family, a wellness call is made.  
 
Describe how the district is following up with the family when a student is not 
participating in online instruction and/or submitting assignments.  
 
Teachers provide support through email and inquire whether the family requires 
additional assistance. Sending districts are notified by principals if a student is not 
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participating. Phone calls are made by MUJC staff and/or with the case manager to 
see how to have the student become more involved. The administration holds bi-
weekly parent meetings via Meets in an effort to hear what modifications can be made 
to better meet the needs of all students. Principals follow up with parents who have 
not been responsive to teaching staff.  

 
3. Students with Disabilities 

 
Describe the delivery of remote/virtual instruction to implement Individualized 
Education Plans (IEPs) for students with disabilities to the greatest extent 
possible, including accessible materials and platforms.  
 
See above. All students who attend the Developmental Learning Centers are students 
with disabilities. Student instruction and related services follow each student’s IEP. 
Accessibility, such as augmentative devices and touchscreen Chromebooks, have been 
provided to students. Behavior specialists continue to provide materials, such as 
visuals and token boards, that assist with behavior management to the parents/students 
through email, US mail and posting on the MUJC website. 
 
Describe the methods used to document IEP implementation including the 
tracking of services, student progress as well as the provision of 
accommodations and modifications.  
 
A school Google Doc is used to record and track individual and group sessions and 
their duration. Teachers provide assignments related to IEP goals and request that 
parents send back a permanent product, such as a worksheet, a picture or share in an 
email how the student did with completing an assignment.  
 
Describe how case managers follow up with families to ensure services are 
implemented in accordance with IEPs to the greatest extent possible.   
 
Principals at the DLC maintain contact with sending districts. Emails and phone calls 
inform the district when a student has not been participating, unable to reach a family 
or any concerns. Sending districts have been monitoring and requesting information 
from the MUJC, the receiving district. 
 
Describe how the district conducts virtual IEP meetings, evaluation, and other 
meetings to identify, evaluate, and/or reevaluate students with disabilities. 
 
As a receiving district, DLC staff participate in IEP meetings by whatever remote 
access they are requested to by the sending district. In the event a district is looking 
for placement, the DLC principal will conduct a virtual intake and work with the 
sending district in determining if the DLC may be an appropriate placement. As a 
receiving district, DLC staff do not conduct evaluations or reevaluations of students. 
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4. English Language Learners 
 

Describe the provision of ESL and bilingual education to meet the needs of ELL.  
 

Our students with autism at the DLCs understand English and have always been 
instructed in English. 

 
Describe how the district communicates with ELL families, including the 
translation of materials and directions.  
 
Our principals and teachers communicate with the families for whom English is not 
the primary language primarily through telephone calls.  The MUJC has teacher 
assistants who are bilingual and the teacher assistants will communicate with the 
families.  Oftentimes, the families have a translator within the home as well.  The 
translation of materials and directions is either offered through our teacher assistants 
or through family members in the home who understand English. 
 
Describe how the district uses alternate methods of instruction, differentiation, 
access to technology, and strategies to troubleshoot ELL access challenges.  

 
Where English is not the primary language in the home,  we find live instruction and 
pre-recorded videos are the best means to engage our students.  Our students have all 
been provided Chromebooks if they did not have technology in the home.  All 
parents indicated that they have Wi-Fi. 
 

5. Safe Delivery of Meals 
 

Provide an updated plan for the continued safe delivery of meals to students.  
 
DLC students who are eligible for free and reduced lunches, access their lunches 
through their resident school districts. Daryl Palmieri, Interim Executive Union 
County Superintendent, gave the MUJC permission to have our students access 
meals in their resident districts since that is much closer to the students’ homes and 
enhances the ability of our students to continue to have a safe delivery of meals.  
Resident districts were all contacted regarding this meal distribution plan and 
welcomed our students to their schools to receive the meals. 
 

6. Facilities 
 
Provide an outline of how the building will be maintained throughout this 
extended period of closure.  
 
Our custodial and maintenance staff report to work on alternate days and maintain 
their work schedules in a socially distant and safe manner using PPEs.  All routine 
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maintenance in all of our buildings continues to be done, and we have used this period 
when students are not in school to complete necessary maintenance projects.  This 
procedure will continue until the period of school closure has concluded.  Also, as 
soon as the Governor indicates that all staff may be back in school buildings, our entire 
maintenance and custodial staff department will resume normal working hours. 
 

7. Summer Programming 
 
Provide a preliminary outline for the provision of summer services, including:  
Extended School Year (ESY) for students with disabilities including how ESY 
will be delivered. 
 
The MUJC has planned for a virtual Extended School Year.  Our virtual ESY will be 
from June 24 to August 5.  Instruction for our DLC students will remain similar to 
what has been offered throughout the period of school closure; however, we are adding 
additional opportunities for students to interact with our teacher assistants.  This is a 
supplement to our students’ normal instructional program with certified staff. 
 
21st Century programs 
 
21st century programs are being implemented for our students through modified 
instruction.  The content has to be reduced in complexity for our students with 
severe disabilities. 
 
Assessment of credit loss or shortages for high school seniors and an initial 
plan to address credit recovery  
 
Credit loss and credit recovery is not an issue at the DLC because all students are 
progressing consistent with their IEPs. 
 
Assessment of learning loss and an initial plan for potentially addressing 
learning loss  
 
Our students continue to remain in the learning process although, clearly, instruction 
with their parents cannot be as robust as instruction in school.  Teachers and therapists 
maintain up-to-date progress notes on our students and their learning and assess our 
students’ progress on a regular basis.  When our students return to school, teachers 
will formally and informally assess the learning skills of our students to determine if 
they progressed, sustained, or were reduced in skills.  We will then develop an 
individualized plan for addressing those skills that may have been lost.  Such changes 
to the students’ IEPs will be determined and planned for by the IEP team.  
 
STEM or Other Programs Using Reallocated Grant Funds 
 
The MUJC does not receive grant funding for STEM or other state and federal 
programs. 
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Title 1 Extended Learning Program 
 
The MUJC is not a recipient of Title 1 funding. 
 
Any Preliminary Plans for Class of 2020 Graduation Ceremonies 
 
The Developmental Learning Center will have a virtual graduation on June 9, 2020. 
 

8. Requirements Specific to APSSDs 
 

The MUJC is not an APSSD. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


